
Yale New Haven Health System Phenobarbital Guidance

The current guidance was developed within Yale-New Haven Health 
System to guide the treatment of alcohol withdrawal with phenobarbital.

These recommendations reflect YNHHS consensus based on review of 
existing evidence and guidelines. They do not replace clinical 
judgement.

This guidance is only current as of June 2024 and is routinely updated 
in response to feedback and new literature and guidelines.
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Guidance for initiation of phenobarbital for 
alcohol withdrawal management 
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Phenobarbital order set:
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Guidance for symptomatic patients who received full or partial phenobarbital load and 
are now being managed on the floor
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